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Recently, I was engaged in an ent times. I simply said, “OK, will not suffice. The inquiry can
Military activity and one of the five right now is when.” simply be asked again and we
Minute ladies living in my house ap- ) can only ignore it for so long. If
proached me to ask me to do Wl}en? When will you....? you, like I, have ever pondered
Hard Ques- something. I paused and said, ~ s question comes to us your life then perhaps you have
tions “In a few minutes.” Minutes from many sources: spouses,  psed some questions to your-
later I was approached with children, friends, colleagues, self in regards to timelines and
For the Men the same request. The second ~ teachers, customers and goals. Here are some that may
time I said, “In several min- bosses. Lest o1 may not apply to you. When
utes.”, as I did not want to lose you think I will I not get angry, lust or
183:11;(1)1?115 my train of thought. Time forgot, God  goubt? When will I write that
passed and you guessed it, too. Heasks 0k song, play, start a minis-
First Princi- once again I was reminded of the unre- try, outreach or business?
ks the request. After delaying for per%tant, the  yhen will I stop being selfish?
a moment, I heard the ques- racist, the When will I be more faithful in
tion that has the ability to pin bard—hez.;lrted, the compror.nis— my devotion to God (reading,
Special us all down to a specific time ing mediocre, and the addicts  raver and fasting)? When will I

points of

interest:

e Answer-

and place if used purposefully
and persistently, “When?”
Hmmm, I knew “Soon” or
“Shortly” would not be an

of various lusts, the poser, the
arrogantly prideful, and the
religious of all kinds; all of us
and in every arena of our lives.

give more of my time, finances
or talent towards God’s king-
dom? When will I witness to my
relatives, friends or neighbors?

ing the effective answer to divert the Nothing gets left unnoticed When will I separate myself
quess attention of the one glaringat ~ and He consastentl.y asks us, from the world and not abuse
‘t‘l Wil ° me with beautiful eyes and a Whe.n? The fact is that this grace anymore? When will I
”th el)l ¢ besmirched look on her face ques.tlon must be ans.wer.ed totally surrender to God, trust
p.1 for being put off three differ- specifically. Generalizations Himandjust .
ontinued ...

e A mili-
tary re- ° °
minder  'What is it Worth?

(p. 2)

e Men, "I consider everything a loss  that we do not place a high such a view of things" (vs. 15).
open up compared to the surpassing  value on our relationship with ~ Repentance, Obedience and the
and greatness of knowing Christ ~ Christ to endure the brief bit- Discipline of the Lord may be

har Jesus my Lord,"” terness of hardship. Consider bitter medicine at the time, but
share Philippians 3:8 Paul in the opening verse are essential foundations and
(p- 3) showed his value in knowing should not be treated with silent

The word "Gospel" means
"Good News". To many it is,
but some doctrines, which
taught, don't feel good. Repen-
tance, Obedience and the Disci-
pline of the Lord are not always
pleasant or welcomed in today's
Church. One of the reasons for
this condition may simply be

Christ, "the surpassing great-
ness". Later we see that he
would greatly endure anything
"sharing in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his
death,” (vs. 10). Then we see
he did not consider this to be
special to himself, "All of us
who are mature should take

contempt. Paul did not consider
the Gospel to be jGood News,
but instead he saw it as Great
News! Is it worth to you?

Adapted from the book Secrets
Of The Heart, 2nd Ed. by Bill
Rudy.
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obey? You may be thinking I
am beating up on us due to
our human weaknesses. The
fact is I see the person I think
I am, strong and mature, yet
when I get asked by God,
“When will you...?” as He
pulls away the veil, I realize
that I have been putting up
some fluff in my life in an
attempt to appear “Christian”.
I believe God looks on the
Church and sees our show-
boating for what it really is,
posing. Oh we peacock
around like we have an in-
board turbo engine full of
power propelling us into great
exploits for God but more
often than not we have a five
horsepower outboard motor
puttering along against the
swift current of compromise
making it impossible to gain
headway. Read the articles
from last year about the
Church and you can see the
impact the church is having
on the American culture.
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“The answer to
the question is
“Today!”

Breaking
Point

“The one
who
breaks
open will
come up
before
them;” -
Micah 2:13

Please do not misunderstand,
there are seasonal thrusts of
power demonstrated by those
in the Church that were (and

“No one en-
gaged in war-
fare entangles
himself with

It seems as if the War on
Terror is becoming rou-
tine as we hear yet an-
other story on the news
about Afghanistan or Iraq.
But for those serving, this
new year brings the possi-
bility of another deploy-
ment which means time
away from family.

the affairs of
this life, that
he may please
him who
enlisted him
as a soldier.”

It is very important that
we continue to thank our

Breaking Point

When continued

currently are), willing to
sacrifice and simply believe
what the Bible says and pur-
sue God with their all.
(There are dispensations
from God too.) But all too
often, we see their success
and try to ride in on their
wake instead of seeking God
for ourselves and having any
real saltiness worked into
us. Or a marketing ensues
with the correct formula for
how to get to the next “level”
in God. Then, we end up
pursuing something that
God revealed to one person
not realizing it could have
been a strategy for just that
person. Let’s enjoy the testi-
mony of God’s provision for
the individual not make an
altar to it. If you think I am
harsh and seeing a glass half
empty and not half full then
let me state that I praise
God that someone is doing
something every day.
Churches across this great
country and people across
the world strive to be genu-
ine in faith. Isee God bless
them as they seek His King-
dom. I pray for unity

Military Minute

Service Members for the
sacrifices they make and
endure to ensure that we
have the freedom to live in
our homes, work and travel.
I encourage each of us, as we
see members in uniform, to
thank them and let them
know we are appreciative of
their resolve. If there is
someone you know that may
be shipping out, before they
leave make sure you get their

among us all. But WHEN
will we, God’s people, saved
by grace and endued with
the most powerful Name on
Earth, begin to realize we
are meant to live more than
what we are today. If you
doubt, read the book of Acts
and see the simplicity of it.
We make it difficult since
we, as star-crossed lovers,
struggle to hang on to two
kingdoms; Egypt and the
promised land of Canaan.
It is not that the glass is
half empty but I see the
weakening affect of the
cloudy mixture in the
glass. We are in a position
to do more than survive.
We are to thrive for God.
Yet, it is still a matter of
“When?” isn’t it? The Holy
Spirit says, “Today, if you
will hear His voice,
(Hebrews 3:7). There is the
answer to the question. So,
instead of posturing in the
“When?” step over into
“Today.”
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contact information in or-
der to send care packages.
This is a great way to rec-
ognize their contribution
and let them know we love
them.

Robert Sandlin, USN (Ret
CPO) served faithfully for
20 years. He desires to see
God move among service-
members.
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Hard Questions

Do all religions lead to
God?

Just because all of the world's
religions express elements of
spiritual truth doesn't mean that

they all represent enough truth to

lead to God. The history of relig-

ion shows how immoral and vio-
lent religion can be. Most mod-
ern people would look upon the
actual practice of many extinct
religions with horror. The Ca-
naanites, for instance, practiced
human sacrifice, bestiality, and
ritual prostitution. The world’s
major religions do not share a
consensus about how to come to
terms with our failure to live up
to the moral standards of our
faith. While all major contempo-
rary religions have a fairly close
general consensus regarding the
moral law, they fall far short of

showing us how to come to terms

with our own failure to live up to

For the Men

In this technological digital age
it is easy to bypass the effort
needed in order to have a close
relationship with our spouses.
Often, when men do not want
to converse or open up to their
partner about personal mat-
ters, we tend to hide in some-
thing else by default. It could
be work, TV, video games, out-
side hobbies keeping us away
from home, pornography,
internet social sites or any

other distraction that we find
to place a barrier between us
and “the wife” so we do not
feel vulnerable concerning our
emotions, fears and dreams.
This, we think, protects us and
our vulnerability. However, I
have found the opposite to be
true. I have discovered that,
instead of vulnerability, I feel
secure and grounded in my
masculinity as I discuss things
with my wife. Also, it is much

Strong Families

Teaching children to think beyond
themselves and their own needs
starts with us, as parents being an
example of a servant to others.
This can be accomplished in a few
small steps as we go throughout
our day.

First, we should be modeling self-
lessness towards our spouses.
Children pick up on our attitudes
we display in front of them. If we
gripe about doing something, so

will they. Our interactions, both
in front of and out of the kids
presence, need to be consistent.

Second, find simple things to do
that is a service or meets a need
and allow the children to get in-
volved. Baking some cookies for
individuals in the nursing home,
hosting a missionary family in
your home or paying for the per-
son’s gas at the station are effec-

the moral standards of our
faith. Only reliance upon Jesus’

death, burial, and resurrection in

our behalf provides a solution to
the awareness of moral condem-
nation and agony of guilt that
rises out of knowledge of the

moral law. Only Christianity of-
fers access to God because it an-

swers the problem of evil and
guilt. Jesus Christ fulfilled the

moral law both in His life and in
His death. He obeyed it perfectly

(Rom 13:8-10).

Adapted and summarized from

David Vaner Lugt at
wwuw.rbc.org
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easier to open up to my spouse

after I have spent time with God.
Intimacy with God first, will bring
intimacy in your relationship with

your spouse. Instead of feeling

distant, I experience the closeness
designed by God. Although it may

seem daunting at first to talk
openly, I can promise you, the

both of you will become closer and

more connected. Give it a try.
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tive in getting them to see that
others are important.

Finally, show them in God’s Word
how our Father desires us to think
outside ourselves. Pray Scripture
together, allowing it to become a
part of them. Philippians 2:3-8
comes to mind.

What better way to teach our kids
than by being a selfless example.
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Do you have a
question?

Email: infor-
mation@rcnefl
0rg.

Subject:
“Hard Ques-
tions” for con-
sideration

“Intimacy
with God
first, will
bring
intimacy in
your
relationship
with your
spouse”
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Pray Scripture
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Rock Crurcs
OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA

Rock Church of Northeast

Florida

850893 US Highway 17 North

Yulee, FL. 32097

Phone: 904-225-4940
Fax: 904-225-4940

Around Town

JANUARY

29th—Between the T
FEBRUARY

27th—Iron Sharpens
MARCH

15th — Winter Jam 2010: Third Day w/ Newsboys

rees

5th—Youth Quake Live

Iron Conference

10th—Youth Quake Live

For more information on events go to
www.christianhappenings.com

Email: information@rcnefl.org

Mission:

Humor

Q. Who was the best actor in the Bible?

A. Samson, he brought the house down!

Operate by Faith, Run with
Hope, Perform in Love

. 4 _a
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First Principles

“...you need someone to teach you
again the first principles of the ora-
cles of God.” Hebrews 5:12

Water Baptism

Water baptism, as instituted in the
New Testament, is the means by
which a believer is united with
Christ (Gal 3:27, 28). Itis more
than ceremony and never mentioned
as an act alone. Itincludes the en-
tire redemptive work of Jesus Christ
(Acts 8:12, 2:38-41).

Baptize means to “dip or immerse”.
You must be completely submerged
in water. Jesus commanded water
baptism for all believers (Mark
16:16), Peter commanded it (Acts
10:47, 48) and Paul baptized be-

lievers (Acts 19:1-5); all following the
example of Jesus in Mat 3:13-17. Itis
important to understand that wanting
to be baptized comes from hearing
God’s Word and obeying, being con-
victed of our sins,
| repenting and then
by faith believe
that an inward

of circumecision of
our heart is the
“old nature” or
body of sin being
cut away with all
its desires and lusts (Rom 2:28, 29,
Col 2:1, 12). Since we believe on Jesus,
we are in New Covenant as the Lord is
our God and we are His people (Heb

Maturity starts
in His Word.

Self Bible Study

8:6-10). Understand, we are baptized
into the Lord’s death (Rom 6:3-11),
burial (Col 2:12, Rom 6:4) and His
resurrection (Col 3:1, Rom 6:4, 5).

When we are baptized, it is in the
Name of the LORD JESUS CHRIST
(Gal 3:27). This is the name of the
God-head bodily (Col 2:9). Further,
the apostles understood Mathew
28:19 to mean they were to baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Acts 2:38, 8:12, 10:48, Acts 19:5).

For further self study:

1. What is the new covenant rela-
tionship which God promises
through water baptism? See IT
Cor 5:17, Heb 8:6-13.

* All Scripture references are NKJV


http://www.christianhappenings.com

