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Breaking Point

“The one who breaks open will come up before them”- Micah 2:13*

Volume 1,

Issue 4

Current Events

We cannot escape it. The press barrages
us with the political upheaval, we are
attuned to the financial crisis that is
threatening the stability and livelihood
of many families and we find ourselves
embroiled in a moral mélée over things
that used to be called sin but are now
called acceptable social choices by both
Christians and non-Christians alike.
The temptation to point fingers and
blame these social and spiritual condi-
tions on others is great, after all, hea-
thens need to get their act together
right? Do not be surprised by this state-
ment but they already have their act
together since they follow their fallen
carnal nature with all the focused disci-
pline needed to get their segmented
agendas accomplished. I find that the
ailments in America today are not really
conditions at all but actually symptoms
of a disorder that for some reason the
church is not willing to eradicate and
take responsibility for. The ailment is a
parasitic infection. Of course, no one
wants to say they have parasites in their
midst and many will say, “Not us, not
here in our church.” I am certain there
are many who may declare this and be
justified in doing so. Yet as a Church
whole if there is no infection, then why
do we have a rapid decline of Christian-
ity in America? Why is our once strong
foothold turning into a slippery slope as

we atrophy, go blind and fall into
deeper slumber dreaming of the next
great conquest which takes God’s name
in vain? We as a Church over the years
have wanted to be involved on many
fronts to affect change in our society for
the better. The outcome however, re-
veals we utilized the art of distraction in
order to shy away from the root causes
and ended up becoming more diseased.
There is nothing
wrong with taking
political, financial
and moral stands;
however, we have
built so many
altars to take
away sin that we
ended up sinning
coys lves. I.be ieve

we have lost our

bearing and have
forgotten our purpose within the con-
fines of the first commands of Jesus.
Hosea 8 portrays us well as a “modern
day” Church. It reads:

il reject
this

Sound the alarm! The enemy descends
like an eagle on the people of the
LORD, for they have broken My cove-
nant and revolted against My law.
Now Israel pleads with Me, 'Help us,
for You are our God!' But it is too late.
The people of Israel have rejected

Mirrored Light

“Let your light shine before
men, that they may see your
good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.” (Matt
5:16). Many of us have read
this verse. It may even be the
driving force behind the many
works we do in our lives, but
who gets the credit? Jesus
showed the Father’s praise of
one who did well with what
they were given; “‘Well done,
good and faithful ser-

vant!” (Matt 25:21). The point
here is that there are good

deeds and G o d 'dewds; the
difference is who gets the
credit. The verse just before it
reads, “You are the light of the
world” (vs. 14). This verse ties
it all together. The moon is a
source of light in our world.
Nothing man has made can
compete with the light the
moon naturally shines, but
one thing to note is that it
produces no light of its own;
the light is a reflection. The
reflective nature of the moon
can be attributed to two rea-
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what is good, and now their enemies
will chase after them. The people have
appointed kings without My consent,
and princes without My knowledge. By
making idols for themselves from
their silver and gold, they have
brought about their own destruction.
"0 Samaria, I reject this calf--this
idol you have made. My fury burns
against you. How long will you be
incapable of innocence? This calf you
worship, O Israel, was crafted by your
own hands! It is not God! Therefore, it
must be smashed to bits. "They have
planted the wind and will harvest the
whirlwind. The stalks of grain wither
and produce nothing to eat. And even if
there is any grain, foreigners will eat
it. The people of Israel have been swal-
lowed up; they lie among the nations
like an old discarded pot. Like a wild
donkey looking for a mate, they have
gone up to Assyria. The people of Israel
have sold themselves--sold them-
selves to many lovers. But though
they have sold themselves to many
allies, I will now gather them together
for judgment. Then they will writhe
under the burden of the great king.
"Israel has built many altars to take
away sin, but these very altars
became places for sinning! Even
though I gave them all My laws, they

act as if those laws Continued ...

sons: 1) it stays in contact
with its source, the Sun 2) it
has no life of its own. In com-
parison to the moon, we must
be a reflection of Christ and
void of self serving works.
How can we be the light of the
world so that God receives the
praise if He has to compete
with our selfish works?

Excerpt from the book Secrets
Of The Heart, 2nd edition by
Bill Rudy.
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don't apply to them. The people of
Israel love their rituals of sacrifice,
but to Me their sacrifices are all
meaningless. I will hold My people
accountable for their sins, and I will
punish them. They will return to
Egypt. Israel has forgotten its
Maker and built great palaces, and
Judah has fortified its cities. There-
fore, Iwill send down fire on their
cities and will burn up their for-
tresses." (Hosea 8:1-14, NLT)
Could it be that we rejected what we
should have done; abandoned what
is good while we crafted and em-
barked on causes that became idols
to us? These interests consumed us
and caused blindness and weakness.
Did we trade a genuine intimate
relationship for a calf? In retrospec-
tion, could we have gotten so con-
sumed by changing society that we
forgot to allow God to change us so

we could have a real impact? Where
are the signs and wonders? Where is
the preaching of the unadulterated
Gospel? We have swapped it for a
modern moral message that has no
convicting power and does little to
affect the lives of individuals. Thou-
sand are ushered into churches not
understanding sin and repentance
under the modern gospel. How
many lovers have we sold ourselves
to? Did we embrace compromise
disguised as tolerance allowing the
parasitic mindset to continue its
destructive path? Jesus tells us the
wolves will be in with the sheep and
that many will have to depart be-
cause they did not know Him even
though they did much in His name.
Are we being judged in order to be
pruned? David Wilkerson recently
foretold a catastrophe that will come
because of God’s judgment. Just

Developing moral character
in today’s culture can seem
like an uphill battle. How-
ever, with tenacity, patience
and prayer it can be done.
One of the first character
traits that we can teach to
our children, and perhaps
one of the harder ones espe-
cially among siblings, is re-
spect. A simple explanation
for respect found on the Fo-
cus on the Family site is

These are the words of him
who is holy and true, who
holds the key of David.
What he opens no one can
shut, and what he shuts no
one can open.” (Rev. 3:7b,
NIV). Do you have many
open doors presented to
you? Ido. Atleast ten
times a day people walk past
me and say, “How are you
doing?” I have realized they
have opened a door for me
to tell them about Jesus if I

Breaking Point

Strong Families

showing consideration and
regard for yourself, others
and the world around you.
Teaching and following the
Golden Rule is a way to in-
grain this character trait into
young children. All people
have value but sibling com-
petition seems to detract
from this fact as kids selfishly
compete for attention and
items. Ways to exemplify
respect so your children can

Military Minute

respond and start a conver-
sation with them. God
opens more doors for us to
minister than we could ever
walk through and yet most
of the time we avoid the
gospel door. We give in to
fear and miss an opportu-
nity to be used by God to
reach out to people. By not
sharing Jesus Christ, are we
condemning them to total
separation from God? How
many times have you

how many altars do we have that we
are now sinning upon? Yet there is
hope! Psalm 48 uses a comparison
between the city Jerusalem and God.
The last verses sum God up quite
well, “Let the people on Mount Zion
rejoice. Let all the towns of Judah be
glad because of Your justice. Go,
inspect the city of Jerusalem. Walk
around and count the many towers.
Take note of the fortified walls, and
tour all the citadels, that You may
describe them to future generations.
For that is what God is like. He is
our God forever and ever, and He
will guide us until we die “ (NLT).
And in Isaiah 55:1, “Ho! Everyone
who thirsts; Come to the waters...”
Let each one of us take stock of
ourselves and pursue God with pas-
sion. Even though we are imperfect
and have weaknesses, God is

our perfect source of strength.

learn its value is to speak and
act kindly, avoid insults, and
rude language. Courteous-
ness and consideration to-
ward others also helps
youngsters learn how to
serve other family members.
James Baldwin said,
"Children have never been
good at listening to their
elders, but they have never
failed to imitate them.”

walked past someone and
told them to go to hell? Our
silence can perhaps do just
that. When God opens a
door, let us not attempt to
shut it but instead have
compassion on those God
has brought our way.

Robert Sandlin, USN (Ret
CPO) served faithfully for
20 years. He desires to
see God move among ser-
vice-members.
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Hard Questions

How powerful is the
devil?

Dan Vaner Lugt answers this
question best at www.rbc.org.

Even though the Scriptures tell us
little about Satan's origin, they tell
us that he is a fallen angel of con-
siderable power. One of the most

familiar passages is Eph 6:12,
“For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against prin-
cipalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spiritual hosts
of wickedness in the heavenly
places.” Jesus called Satan the
"ruler of this world" (Jn 12:31),
and Jude tells us that he is so
powerful that even Michael the
archangel lacked the power to
rebuke him (Jude 1:9). Paul called
him the "god of this age"in II Cor
4:4 . He also portrayed him (Eph
6:12) as the head of a great,
highly organized "army" of evil
spirit beings. He is a cunning liar,
capable of seducing Adam and

Eve, and disguising himself as
an "angel of light" (II Cor11:14).
While Satan is portrayed in the
Bible as powerful, dangerous,
and an adversary to be re-
spected, he shouldn't be consid-
ered in any way equal to God.
He is a creature, with creaturely
limitations. His power is nothing
in comparison with that of the
sovereign God. And according
to James 4:7, because of the
power God gives to His children,
if we resist the devil he will flee
from us. Although subtle and
cunning, the devil is a defeated
foe who continues to resist God
furiously until the time that he
will be sealed in hell forever.
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Do you have a
question?

Email: rockur-
chinfo@earthli

nk.net.
Subject:
fiHard Ques-
tionso for
sideration
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For the Men

Life through Jesus is a transforma-
tion, morphing if you will, into
someone new. An era is ushered into
existence. After Jesus rose, was seen
and then preached by His disciples,
the Jews at the time, had a chance
for the NOW. They had the opportu-
nity to operate in the powerful pre-
sent fulfilling their potential through
faith in Him. It was in the NOW that
people could be free, receive healing
and live. It was NOW that they
would overcome sin and demons.
Once Jesus stepped out of the tomb,
the NOW started. At the cross, NOW

was beginning, but it was not yet
complete; sin was handled but the
rest of the plan was unfinished.
When the NOW plan was completed,
then Jesus rose. NOW is here today.
NOW never becomes the past, nor is
it the future, it is NOW. NOW
speaks of things present. It carries
an urgency and weight upon our
conscience and shoulders that re-
quire an action from us. NOW is
where we live constantly. Yet often
we want to embrace LATER. The
reality is, LATER may never come.
LATER shirks responsibility and

accountability. LATER is always
LATE. Jesus is doing things NOW,
just as He did at the cross, in the
grave, upon His resurrection, His
ascension and the ever present inter-
cession for the saints. NOW is where
God operates today and in the future.
Our future becomes NOW. The next
time we see Jesus may seem like
LATER, but really, we have to live as if
it is NOW, for He will come as a thief
in the night, then another transforma-
tion takes place. Men, live for Christ
NOW and have no regrets LATER!
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For the Women

I was recently contemplating
choices for the upcoming Mother’s
Day gifts which we were going to
give the mothers in our church.
As I'was thinking about what
would be a natural item with a
spiritual significance, I heard the
Lord drop, “Clear nail polish.” in
my spirit. Interested, I began to
muse on what this might mean.
As women, we undoubtedly do a
lot for our families. It can take its
toll at times, stretching us to the

limit. How does polish relate to us
as godly women and mothers?
Nail polish has some worthy of
note characteristics. It is:

1. Strong. A mother helps
strengthen her family and
prevents chipping.

2. Clear. Sheis transparent
with her family to show them
her love.

3. Shines. She shines the love of
Jesus for her family.

4. Polishes. She polishes her
family as God polishes her

5. Repairs. She mends all kinds
of wounds, both seen and
unseen.

“Her children stand and bless her.
Her husband praise her” (Prov

31.28). AC
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850893 US Highway 17 North

Yulee, FL. 32097

Phone: 904-225-4940
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Email:
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Mission:

Operate by Faith, Run with
Hope, Perform in Love

Around Town

MAY

15th: White Collar Sideshow. Murray Hill

Theatre

22nd: The Comatose Tour: Skillet w/Disciple.
New Life Christian Fellowship, Jax, FL.

JUNE

~7th: Rev. Bill Smalt: 3rd Anniversary Celebra-
tion. Rock Church NE FL.

15t h: K'i

dobs

Choice Camp:

emy. Runs till August 12th.

Humor

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he

married?

A. Ruthless

. 4 _a

www.rcnefl.org
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First Principles

“...you need someone to teach
you again the first principles of
the oracles of God.” Hebrews
5:12

Repentance and Faith (Pt 2)

After your study last time, the ques-
tion may have come up, “Why do
we need Justification?” Justified
means to prove or show to be right,
just or reasonable. Since man re-
belled and entered into sin; there is
a separation between man and God.
All are sinners by nature and we are
condemned by a just, righteous and
holy God. Due to our guilt, God
must transfer our guilt onto His
account. The death of Jesus made
this transfer and forgiveness of sins
possible (IT Cor 5:21). Itis only
through the grace of God that we

can receive justification. Then we

stand before a holy God cleansed

from the penalty of our sin (Rom

4:7), at peace with Him (Eph 2:14-

17) and having Christ’s righteousness
as our own (Rom

| 4:5, II Cor 5:21).

How does Faith fit
into all this and

i ,;' Faith is belief, reli-
ability, trust, confi-
dence, assurance,

Maturity starts
in His Word.

conviction upon

Jesus’ sacrifice for
us. Faith rises in our hearts by hear-
ing God’s Word (Rom 10:17). This

is done in several ways: from preach-

ing, reading the written Word (the

firm persuasion and g,

Self Bible Study

Bible), in times of prayer, through
another Christian, by dreams/

visions or the audible voice of God.

For further self study:

How important is Faith? Read
and answer. Eph 1:17, 2:8,
6:16, Romans 5:1, He-
brews 10:38, 11:5-6, I Pe-
ter 1:5, and I John 5:4.

What does Proverbs 28:13
encourage us as believers to
do?

What are the results of justifi-
cation combined with faith?
See Romans 4:5, 7, 8:1, 33-
34, II Cor 5:19, 21.

* All Scripture references are NKJV
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